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decree against the Communist party, whose deputies were
later expelled from Parliament.
The hunt for suspects soon began, but it was too often
to stop short at the door of certain salons, in the ante-
room of certain Ministries, and outside certain centres of
intrigue. There was not one and the same doctrine and
method from top to bottom of the Governmental ladder.
M. Albert Sarraut, Minister of the Interior, is frenziedly
energetic in speech and would be in action too, perhaps,
if he acted. But he left the business of translating words
into actions to the administration, which often went about
it in leisurely fashion, and the translation was not faithful
to the idea behind the original. Whilst the Prefecture of
Police was firmly directed by its Prefect, the Surete shilly-
shallied, saying, by way of excuse, that it was overwhelmed
with recommendations, the most imperative of which came
from certain Ministers themselves.
As for the politicians, there were some who felt them-
selves referred to and sat with lowered heads when they
heard M. Daladier warn public opinion that: " Germany
was looking everywhere for Seyss-Inquarts to betray their
country," and that: " She hoped to find Hachas to sign
the downfall and consecrate the slavery of it."
But these politicians did not, for that, abandon their
alarmist attitudes, which often blended with the normal
exercise of Parliamentary control, and sometimes had their
origin in naivety.
That reminds me of the encounter I had one afternoon
in September, 1939, in the courtyard of the War Ministry
with a worthy Breton Senator, who rushed up to me, his
arms raised to heaven.
" Have you heard the news ? The Council of
Ministers------"
" Well ? "
" It's terrible! Haven't you read about it ? The
Council has pledged itself to pursue the conduct of the
war until final victory . . ."
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